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Invitation to Participate in NCCO 22

The first ever National Conference on Community Ophthalmology (NCCO-22) is being 

held in the Technology Capital of India – Bengaluru on 

21-22 May 2022!

While Disease Prevention and Treatment has always attracted high level of 

attention among the seven focus areas of the Rotary Foundation, 

Avoidable Blindness (AB) has been attracting high level of attention under 

Disease Prevention and Treatment, not only in our district, but across 

many Rotary Districts in India.

Rtn. Dr. M. V. Ravikumar, our District Chairman for the AB Committee, as well as Co-Founder 

–Chairman of the recently established Rotary AB Foundation has convened this conference 

and also will be bringing out EYE OPENER, a book co-authored by him, capturing the 

essence of  evolution of Community Ophthalmology (CO)  in India over the last 200 years!

The conference apart from show-casing achievements of a few of the legends of CO in 

India, will be deliberating many important aspects of CO – Technological Innovations, Best 

Practices, Public-Private Partnership Model and CSR participation.  This conference will be 

of great Value-add for all those involved in eye-care services.

 

Rtn. Fazal Mahamood, District Governor, D 3190

Chairman, NCCO 22 Organising Committee

While India being home for nearly 12 million blind people, more than 25% 

of 45 million blind people all over the world, it is not surprising that India 

is known as Blindness Capital of the world. But many may not know that 

India has the biggest eye-care infrastructure in the world, driven mainly 

by Community Ophthalmology.  Over six million cataract surgeries are 

being done year after year with more than 60% of them through 

Non-Government Organisations! 

The first ever National conference on Community Ophthalmology organised by Rotary will 

bring out many such facts and recognise legendary Ophthalmologists who have been 

silently working behind this. We invite you to participate in the conference to get 

enlightened and join hands with us in preventing unnecessary blindness.

Rtn. Dr. M. V. Ravikumar

        Convene, Organising Secretary - NCCO 22

Who can attend NCCO 22? 

Rotarians, Ophthalmologists, Management Professionals of Eye hospitals, Equipment / 

Consumables suppliers to Ophthalmic industry, NGOs involved in eye-care, government 

officials involved with National Program for Control of Blindness & Visual Impairment, 

Post-graduate students and Fellows specialising in sub-specialities of Ophthalmology. 

Payments can be made in favour of 

Rotary Avoidable Blindness Foundation

# 136, Swami Vivekananda Road, Halausuru, Bengaluru 560 008

For Net Transfer Bank Details

INDIAN BANK, Halasuru Branch

Account: Current Account, 6952922349    IFSC: IDIB000U008

or

Rotary Bangalore Koramangala Charitable Trust (80G & CSR Registered)

Axis Bank Limted, Premium 4th Block Koramangala Branch

A/C No. Current, 920010066300348  IFSC: UTIB0001506

For Registration  & Sponsorhsip 

CONTACT

Organising Secretary / Treasurer

E-Mail: rotaryabfoundation@gmail.com

ravikumar.50@gmail.com

Mobile: +91 98450 38971 / +91 77602 96296

Rotary and Eye-care

Rotary International established in 1905 has been involved in implementing humanitarian 

projects across the world through its 36,000+ clubs in seven focus areas – Peace & Conflict 

Prevention / Resolution, Disease Prevention & Treatment, Water & Sanitation,  Maternal & 

Child Health, Basic Education & Literacy, , Economic & Community Development and 

Protecting the Environment.

 

 Over the last three decades Rotary clubs across India have established / supported over 

100 eye hospitals and have been supporting over 100,000 free cataract surgeries every year. 

In September 2020, four Rotarians came together to establish Rotary Avoidable Blindness 

Foundation to connect all the Rotary clubs / districts across India and Rotary supported Eye 

hospitals by leveraging technology to increase seamlessly services rendered in the area of 

eye-care. 

National Conference on Community Ophthalmology (NCCO) 2022

In 2019, India piped well past well past the WHO set target of 25% reduction in the Visual 

Impairment prevalence, from the line level of 2010. Blindness declined markedly by 47% 

and Moderate Visual Impairment more than halved (RAAB, 2019). India’s eye-care 

performance is stupdendous even by other measures and metrics, although they are 

cataract-centric. 

 

Cataract Surgical Coverage (CSC) – proportion of the affected population who could gain 

access to cataract surgery, is one such measure used. More than 93% of 50+ population 

blinded by cataract could have it operated. India has done well even on another key metric, 

the Cataract Surgical Rate (CSR), number of cataract surgeries performed in a year per one 

million population.  Against the global average CSR of 1,406, India has clocked around 

4,830 in 2014, only second to USA which reported a CSR of 6,353.

 

Who are the people and organisations behind these remarkable accomplishments? What 

has been the role of government and INGOs / NGOs like Rotary International? How are the 

NGOs and Private Eye Hospitals with limited resources able to balance the service to poorer 

sections of the society?

One can get all the answers in the first ever National conference on Community 

Ophthalmology.

What is the Conference about?

Apart from addresses by Rotary International Leaders, Dr. Bhujanga Shetty, Chairman, 

Narayana Netralaya, several legends of Community Ophthalmology (CO) across India - 

Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai, Rajan Eye Hospitals, Chennai, Sankara Eye Hospital, 

Coimbatore,  Shroff Charity Eye Hospital, New Delhi, Sitapur eye Hospital, UP, Usha Kiran Eye 

Hospital, Mysore, IIT.IIT, a Non-Profit Company and several other leading Ophthalmologists 

from Bengaluru have confirmed to deliver talks to share their experiences and best 

practices in Community Ophthalmology different areas of   Research & Innovation, Scaling 

up operations, Providing Multi-speciality services, Collaboration of Eye hospitals, Corporate 

and NGO in structured sessions. 
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